Al M5 AND OBJECTI VES

We, the M nnesota Association of County Probation Oficers
in regular assenbled session, in the City of Anoka, in the State
of M nnesota, on the 30th day of June, the year of Qur Lord, 1958,
do publicly ordain and mke known that we do whol eheartedly
support and affirmthe prem se on which the Juvenile Court System
of this state was established sone 58 years ago; nanely, that a
child who cannot incur a civil debt because of a legal inability
to enter into a contract, cannot reasonably be held to incur "a
debt to society" by the commssion of a crimnal act. W further
attest to the fact that the juvenile Court exists not as an agency
to shield the juvenile from the consequences of his actions, but,
by whatever neans are available, to nodify his attitude, to
control his instinctual drives and inpulses, and to help him
becone a contributor to, rather than. debtor of, the comunity in
which he will wultimtely becone either a valuable asset or an
expensive liability. Firmy convinced that "individualized
justice" rather than retributive punishnent is the solution to
juvenil e delinquency, we do further make known that we sincerely
believe and support, both collectively and individually, the
fol | ow ng:

1. that the 87 Juvenile Courts of the State of M nnesota

shoul d be served by Probation Oficers.

2. that this probation service should be administrated on a

county level and that the Probation Oficers should be
appoi nted by the Juvenil e Judge and approved by the Board

of County Commi ssioners as now set forth by statutes.



3. that a uniformset of standards should be established and
put into effect governing the appoi ntnment of Probation
O ficers based upon personal and educati onal

qual i ficati ons.

Being firmy convinced that the above will be socially and
economi cally of utnost benefit and service to the people of
M nnesota, we further firmy oppose any nove which is perpetrated
or designed to mnimze the authority of the Juvenile Judge or
t he, Board of County Commissioners in relation to the
establishment of probation service and the appointnment of
Probation O ficers. W are |ikew se opposed to any nove which wll
subj ect |ocal autonomy to a central control when the very basic
tenent of the Juvenile Court and of probation is to keep the

service as close as possible to the child and his fam 1y.



